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To Columbia College Chicago Students, 


President Kwang-Wu Kim has informed the Board of Trustees of his decision to 
step down as President & CEO on July 1. The Board has appointed Jerry 
Tarrer, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, to serve as Interim 
President & CEO upon President Kim’s departure. President Kim and Jerry 
Tarrer will coordinate closely during the transition to ensure the completion of 
the effort launched earlier this month to position Columbia College for the future 
and fully align our academic offering with the needs and goals of students. 


“President Kim has been a steady and exemplary leader of Columbia for more 
than a decade. The Board of Trustees is incredibly grateful for his service to our 
institution,” said Board Chair John Holmes. “We are fortunate that he has 
agreed to lead the work developing the plan to forge an even brighter future for 
the college. President Kim’s many accomplishments include dramatically 
improving student outcomes and support services, building the Student Center 
and setting the stage for the next chapter in our College’s strong history. His 
passion for Columbia and his insistence on our students’ success has shaped 
the college for the better. We look forward to celebrating President Kim’s lasting 
contributions in coming weeks and during commencement weekend.” 


President Kim stated, “I came to Columbia because of my belief that the world 
needs creatives and my determination that Columbia could be the leading 
educational institution dedicated to preparing creatives for real-world success. 
Together, we have made tremendous progress towards that goal and in the 


face of many challenges have proven, over and over again, that when creatives 
come together, we are a force to be reckoned with. Since my arrival in 2013, 
Columbia has been my truest home and a constant source of inspiration and 
growth. While the prospect of leaving is bittersweet, as a life-long traveler | am 
looking forward to my next journey, and | am encouraged to know that the 
college is in such capable hands. There will be time for goodbyes in the coming 
months. For now, the most important thing for me to say is ‘thank you.” 


Jerry Tarrer will assume the duties of Interim President & CEO on July 2, while 
the Board conducts a presidential search, details of which will be shared before 
the end of the semester. 


“Jerry is a proven leader with broad experience who has been instrumental in 
the planning for the institution’s next chapter. We are excited that he will be 
stepping into this important role and we are confident he will succeed in 
carrying forward the Board’s vision in collaboration with faculty, staff and 
student stakeholders,” said John Holmes. 


On February 8, the Board asked President Kim and his leadership team to 
develop a plan that, with deliberate speed and in a collaborative manner, will 
better align program offerings and streamline degree requirements so students 
can focus more fully on their chosen creative fields, persist towards graduation, 
and achieve career success. The President will share with the campus a draft 
Advisory Report containing recommendations on February 28. After a period of 
comment, the Advisory Report will be considered by the Board at its May 2 
meeting. If approved, the plan will be implemented under the supervision of the 
President jointly, for the academic components, with the Provost and the rest of 
the academic leadership. 


"For more than a century, Columbia has continuously evolved to exceed 
student expectations and position creatives for professional success. We are 
committed to that ongoing evolution," said John Holmes. “Our vision is to more 
fully support our students' career aspirations by devoting a larger share of our 
academic experience to students’ chosen fields, which is something they desire 
and that industry truly values." 
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